REGISTRY OF DEEDS (IRELAND). 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 2S July 1801 )~for^ 



COPY “ of Letter, dated the 23d day of November 1860, from Colonel Leach, 
Royal Engineers, to the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and the accompanying 
Suggestions for the Improvement of the System of Registering Deeds 
in Ireland." 



■. SUGGESTIONS for Improving the Mode of Registering Deeds in Ireland,, 
by Lieutenant Colonel Leach, r.e. 

Ordnance Survey Office, Pbosnix Park, Dublin, 

23 November I860. 

A SHORT time ago I took the liberty of mentioning to you that 
A. Dillon, one of the gentlemen employed in the Registry of Deeds Omce, had 
suggested a very ingenious mode of improving the system of registration now 
pursued, hy the substitution of a printed for a manuscript record ; and that, 
with the approval of the Registrar, he had requested my advice and assistance 
in carrying his proposal to a practical issue. 

My attention had been previously directed to the subject la connexion with 
the sutveye prepared at this office for the sale of estates auder La-ided 
Estates Court, especially with reference to the practicability of making the 
Ordnance Survey available as the basis of the land registry, which has long 
been considered isirable, and has engaged the attention of many eminent men, 
both in this country and in England. 

Under these circumstances I did not hesitate to afford the ^ 

and at the invitation af Mr. O’Connell, I visited the Registry Office, and made 
myseR ac^ainted with the details of the system of registration now m operation. 

Mr Chanman and Mr. Fitzpatrick, the .assistant registrars, Mr. Ray, the chief 
clerk, and other gentlemen of the office, obligingly afforded me every faoihty and 
information in their power. 

Xch I have endeavoured to dfserihe the impreved system of registration pro- 
posed, which I feel satisfied would largely increase the accuracy, secuiity, 
value of the registry, and eventually dimimsh its cost. 

I availed myself of the introduction you were kind enough to give me 
to M^ R J “ 1 ,^, U.O., who is at present engaged in inquiring into the worMng 
If Die Registry Office, and explained to him the scope of the proposed im 
provements. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Honourable Q<^orge A. Uaoh. 

Edward Cardwell, m.p., 

&c. &c. See. 
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Suggestions for the Improvement of the System of Registeiung Deeds in 
Irdand, with tlie view of iacUitating Searches, increasing the Security and 
Accuracy of the Registry, and eventually largely diminishing its Cost. 



1. The registration of deeds in Ireland was commenced in the reign of Queen 
Anne, in the”year 1708, and has been continued under the powers of various 
Acts of Parliament, passed from time to time, for the purpose of improving the 
system of registration, up to the present date. 

2. The registration of deeds has a two-fold object — the protection of the in- 
terests of the public at large, and the security of the individual interests affected 
by the deeds registered. 

3. Deeds of all descriptions, and affecting every desenption of property, may 
be and are registered. About 12,000 deeds are registered annually. 

4. A registered deed takes priority of an unregistered deed, and registered 
deeds take precedence according to the dates ot registration. 

5. The deeds themselves are not retained in the Registry Office, but abstracts 
of them, called memorials. These memorials are not drawn under any prescribed 
form. They must coincide in certain particulars with the deeds, but otherwise 
they vary considerably in the amount and character of the information they 
contain. 

6 The Office for the Registration of Deeds has now become one of the per- 
manent institutions of the country. Its importance, in a social and econoraic- 
point of view, cannot be over-rated. 

'The duties of the office, stated generally, are as follows ; viz. : — 



1. The reception and verification of the memorials. 

2. The preservation of the memorials, and the preparation of copies of 
them for the use of the public. 

3. The registry of the memorials in Index Books, under the names of all' 
the grantors, and of all lands affected by the deeds. 

4. To provide access on the part of the public to the Index Books ; to 
the copies of the memorials; and, in special cases, to the memorials 
themselves, for the purpose of making searches 

5. Upon requisition from any person to furnish certified extracts of all 
deeds registered, relating to the persons and lands, and between the dates 
specified in the requisitions. When the persons applying for searches 
require it, these extracts are accompanied by a certificate that there are 
no deeds registered against the names, &c., specified in the requisitions, 
other than those of which extracts are given. With such certificates, the 
searches are termed “negative searches”; without them, ‘ common 
searches.” Negative searches are made in duplicate by two searchers, 
and are more costly than common searches, and greater ^sponsibility 
attaches to the office with regard to their accuracy, {bee Form ot Cer- 
tificate of Negative Search appended.) 

. 6. To furnish, on demand from any person, certified copies of the 

memorials. 

7. To retain copies of all negative searohes for future reference, the 
labour and expense of making such searohes being 

render it worth while to record copies of them to obviate the necessity for 
searching for the same information a second time, m the event ot its bein„ 
again required. 

7. It is obvious that the value and utility of the registry .depend upon the 
facility with which the particulars of deeds, executed by particular 'ndmauals. or 
affecting particular lands, can be ascertained ; the degree of “ufide^ be 
placed in the accuracy of the information recqrued ; and the 
deeds other than those entered in the proper pages of the Index Books h 
registered. g_ j^^peated 
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8. Repeated efforts have been made, and much has been done, to improve and 
perfect the system of registration ; but the method now pursued is, nevertheless, 
■generally admitted to be inadequate to meet the requirements of the public. The 
delays in making and furnishing the results of searches have been the subject of 
complaint, both by the legal profession and by the public generally, as is evidenced, 
by the proceedings of the Law Society, and by Sir Edward Grogan’s motion on 
the subject in the House of Commons, during the last Session of Parliament. 

9. Under these circumstances, and considering the increasing number of deeds 
brought for registration, and the annual accumulation of deeds registered, the 
attainment of a more perfect system of registration, by means of which searches 
may be made with greater facility and rapidity, becomes of the highest public 
importance. 

10. With a view to the better elucidation of the improved system of registra- 
tion herein proposed, and to facilitate the comparison of it with the method at 
present in operation, it is necessary briefly to describe the latter. 

11. The Assistant R egistrars receive the deeds and memorials from the per- 
sons who bring them for registration. The latter must be verified on oath by 
one of the persons who have witnessed the execution both of the deed itself and 
the memorial. Special provision is made for the reception and verification of 
memorials in the country. The memorials are compared in the Registry Office 
with the deeds, and are copied for the use of the public; and as soon as the 
necessary information for the Index Books has been abstracted from them, they 
are numbered and filed in folios of 300 each, and preserved in fire-proof stores. 

A certificate of registration, signed by one of the Assistant Registrars, is written 
upon the deeds, which, when no longer required, are returned to the solicitors 
or individuals by whom they were lodged for registration. 

12. The first step of the actual registration is the abstracting from the memo- 
rials of the following information into the “ Day Book viz : — Hour and date of 
registry ; names of all the grantors, and of ail the grantees ; county, city, or 
.town in which the premises are situated ; nature of the charge ; numbers of 
reference to the memorials ; and name of the solicitor or person lodging the deed 
for registration. (5ec Form of Day Book appended.) 

13. A duplicate of the Day Book is prepared, and the duplicate is compared 
with the original. The duplicate Day Book serves as a receipt book; the persons 
to whom the deeds when done with are returned, signing their names in it as an 
acknowledgment that they have received them. 

14. The next step is the compilation of the “ Abstract Book ” from the me" 
moriais, which gives the following information, viz.: — Date of registry and num- 
bers of reference to the memorials ; name of instrument ; date of instrument ; 
names of the grantors, and one or more of the grantees ; consideration; name, 
description, and situation of premises ; and general nature of instrument. The 
abstracts are compared with the memorials, and duplicates of the abstract 
books are prepared and compared with the originals. (See Form of Abstract 
Book appended.) 

16. An index to the names of all graniors, parties to the deeds, called the 
‘ Sectional Parties’ Names Index,” is compiled from the Day Books. The 
names of the grantors are arranged alphabetically, according to the first two 
letters of the name. For example, those names commencing with Ba, Be, Bi, 
&c., are respectively arranged together ; but the alphabetical arrangement is 
not carried further- Opposite each name are entered the names of one or more 
of the grantees, the county in which the property (if any) is situated, and 
the numbers of reference to the memorials, and their abstracts. (See Form 
appended.) 

16. A duplicate of the Sectional Names’ Index is prepared, and both original 
and duplicate are compared with the Day Book. 

17. A “ Lands Index” is compiled from the Abstract Books, so as to exhibit 
the names of all the lands mentioned in each deed, arranged alphabetically, 
according to the first letter of each name, by baronies and counties. Opposite 
to each name are given the nanle of the parish in which the lands are situated, 

466, A 2 the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



SUGGESTIONS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE 



the name of one of the grantors, and one of the grantees, also the numbers of 
reference to the memorials. {See Form appended.) 

18. The Registration Act, 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 87, provides that the names of 
the parish, barony, and county in ■which the lands affected by each deed are 
situated, shall be .stated in the memorial ; but as the name of the barony is not 
always given, books termed ‘'no barony” books are kept for each county, in 
which the names of the lands mentioned in those memorials in which it is omitted 
are entered. 

19. In other instances, the memorials do not afford any information respecting 
the parish, barony, or county in which the lands affected are situated. ^ To meet 
such cases a “ General Index” is kept, -which is the “Lands Index” for such 
memorials. 

20. The “Lands Index” (including the No Barony and General Index Books) 
is kept in duplicate, and both original and duplicate books are compared with the 
Abstract Books. 

21. At the end of every 10 years the Sectional Parties’ Names Index is re- 
compiled in dictionary order, the names following each other in the new books, 
which are called * the “ Consolidated Parties’ Names Index,” in perfect alpha- 
betical arrangement, instead of alphabetically, according to _ the first two letters 
only of each name. Two fair copies are made of the Consolidated Parties’ Names 
Index, and both copies are compared. The form is the same as for the Sectional 
Parties’ Names Index. 

22. Attempts have been made lo arrange the Lands Index also in dictionary 
order, but without success, owing to the great variation in the names used to 
describe the same parcels of land, and the various spellings of the same name. 
The indexes described in paragraphs 18, 19, and 20 are, consequently, tbe only 
Lands Indexes now prepared. 

23 The number of deeds registered daily, at the present time, is about 40, 
and the numbet of names of grantors, and of lands, under which each must be 
registered, averages eight, viz., three names of grantors and five names of lands ; 
consequently, tbe average number of entries and comparisons necessary to com- 
plete the registration of each deed is as follovrs, viz. : 

Entries. Comparison!. 

Bay Booksi, original and duplicate ----- 2 2 

Abstracts, original and duplicate “ ? « 

Sectional Parties’ Names index, original and duplicate - 6 b 

Lands Index, original and duplicate - - " , T 

Koiigh Consolidated Parties’ Names Index, arranged in die- ^ 

tionary order .“""""'""r 6 

Two fair copies of ditto ------- 

Total - - " 

And the total number of entries which must be made, to perfect each day’s 
registry, before tbe indexing is finally completed, averages 1,160, which, with 
the same number of comparisons, gives a total of 2,320 distinct operations 
24. The number of books required to complete the Registration and index 
Books, for a period of 10 years, is approximately as follows, viz. 

Day Books 

Abstract Books - -- -- -- - 

Sectional Parties’ Names Index - - - - - 

Lands Index - - 

Rough Consolidated Parties' Names Index - - - 

Two fair copies of ditto ------ 

Total 



40 

830 

116 

160 

68 

100 

. - - 1,304 



The foreo-oing do not include the “ Transcript Books," which contain copies^f 
the memorials, and are the same in number as the Abstract Books, viz., 8dU ; 
nor the hooks containing copies of the negative searches. 
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25. As the “Parties’ Names Index” does not afford information respecting 
the “ Lands” affected by the deeds registered, and the “ Lands Index” does not 
give the names of all the grantors, parties to each deed, it is obvious that 
particulars sufficient to identify a registered deed cannot be obtained from the 
Index Books alone, and, therefore, that no search can be made without reference 
either to the Abstract Books or to the memorials. For example, if a search is 
required respecting the registered acts of John Brown, relating to the townland 
of Ballybrack, in the county of Dublin, to be made in the Parties’ Names Index 
only, the abstracts or memorials of all the acts between the dates specified of all 
the John Browns in the register, which relate to the county of Dublin (the only 
key to the lands given in the Names Index Books), must be examined to ascer- 
tain whether any, or which of them, affect the lands of Ballybrack ; and if the 
search is also required to be made in the Lands Index, the abstracts or memorials 
of all acts between the dates specified, relating to the lands of Ballybrack, in 
which there is .more than one must be examined to ascertain whether 

John Brown is one of the parties whose names are not given in the Index 
Books. The labour of making such searches, especially when they are required 
to he made in both the Names and Lands Indexes, and are to be negative 
searches, which are made in duplicate, is very great. If the priority of deeds 
registered on the same day is required to he known, it is necessary to refer to the 
Day Books, in which alone the precise time of registration is recorded. 

26. Searches against Lands “ must be made in the three classes of hooks 
mentioned in paragraphs 18, 19, and 20, namely, the “ Lands Index,” the “ No 
Barony Books,” and the “ General Index.” 

27. The delays of which complaint has been made are, in a great measure, 
due to the length of time necessarily occupied in making searches ; the interval 
between the date of making requisition for a search and the date when the 
certificate of the result is obtained, varying from a few days to several months. 

28. The changes which have of late years been made in the boundaries and 
names of baronies, as well as of other denominations of lands, under the powers 
of various Acts of Parliament, must, if the present system of registration is 
continued, hereafter render searches under the barony and other names extremely 
perplexing, laborious, and uncertain, owing to the absence of any means of 
identifying the localities to which the names now refer. 

29. Although the foregoing is a brief outline of the system of registration now 
in operation, it is understood that, owing to the staff of the office not being 
sufficient, under existing arrangements, to keep pace with the requirements of 
the public, that system has not been fully carried into effect — that some of the 
books are incomplete— that others have not been compared— and, consequently, 
that there is an absence of that unquestionable accuracy and completeness 
which the registry ought to possess. 

30. With the view of improving the present system of registration it is 
proposed: — 

1. That a more uniform and systematic mode of drawing the memorials, 
so far as they relate to the facts required for registratration, should be 
introduced. 

2. To substitute a printed in place of a manuscript registry ; in other 
words, to print instead of writing the Index Books. 

3. To fix the localities to which the names of the lands given in the 
deeds refer, by making the Ordnance Survey the basis of the land 
registration. 

31. The introduction of a more uniform method of drawing the memorials, 
so as to give in a simple form the information required for the registration of 
the deeds, in addition to any other matter which might be considered desirable, 
w’ould much facilitate tbe business of the office, and would tend to obviate the 
delays in registering deeds which now frequently occur, owing to informalities and 
errors in the memorials. 

32. The substitution of printing for manuscript would very materially 
simplify the registry. It would enable the indexing of each deed to be finally 
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completed in perfect alphabetical or dictionary arrangement, in a few days after 
the date of its receipt, instead of at the expiration of 10 years, as at present ; 
and the whole of the information now written in the Day Books, Abstract 
Books, Names Index, and Lands Index could be combined and given in the 
printed Index Books, under every name (parties and lands) in each deed, in the 
most readable character, and in very much less book space than is occupied by 
the manuscript entries ; so that a search under any one of the names in a deed 
would afford full information as to the hour and date of its registry, the numbers 
of reference to the niemorial, the nature and date of the instrument, the grantors 
and grantees, and the lands affected. (See Forms appended.) In point of fact, 
every deed executed by any individual, or affecting any particular lands, could be 
ascertained with nearly the same facility as a word could be looked out in a 
dictionary, or a name in a directory, and negative searches vvould not occupy 
more than a few minutes, instead of days and months, as they now frequently 
do. It would be impracticable to afford the same amount of information by 
manuscript, owing to the space it would occupy, and the labour, expense, and 
the liability to erior it would entail. 

Printing would do away with the necessity for the enormous number of compari 
sons which have row to be made, and would secure the registry against all uncer- 
tainty arising from the omission of such comparisons, as well as from the other 
risks of eiTor necessarily incidental to manuscript work. Those conversant with 
the subject are aware that in manuscript copying clericul errors are unavoidable, 
despite the most careful comparisons, and that a given number of copies of any 
matter can be printed with greater accuracy and freedom from error than it is 
possible to attain by manuscript. 

Printing, again, would render it impossible to alter any of the entries, either 
with fraudulent or mischievous intent, without the alteiarion being at once 
•apparent. To guard against the possibility of alterations being made, and injury 
to the books, the public are now only allowed the use of pencils for making 
extracts from the registries, pens and ink being prohibited in the public searching 
room. Another very important advantage of printing- would be the ready means 
it vmuld afford of increasing the number of copies of the index Books, which 
would materially conduce to the convenience of the public, and to the security 
of the registry. The facility with which copies of the registry could be produced 
would point at once to the expediency of depositing copies in other places of 
safety, apart from the Registry Office, as a security against accident from fire, or 
other casualty. And, lastly, printing would make the reproduction of worn-out 
or injured books or leaves comparatively easy and inexpensive. 

33. A map registry has long been considered a desideratum, and the Act of 
13 & 14 Viet., c. 72, was passed for the purpose of carrying it into effect; but 
the difficulty of insuring the accurafe definition of the boundaries of properties 
on the maps has hitherto prevented the Act being brought into operation, it 
beinii rightly considered that inaccurate descriptions of buun<iaries on the maps 
might, and probably would, hereafter become a fertile source of disputes and 
difficulties. This objection would be entirely removed by the adoption of a 
recognised legal denomination or division, as tlie basis of the laud registration. 
The townland is the smallest fiscal division known to the law. Ireland is divided 
into 63,000 townlands, the boundaries of wdiich are most accurately laid down 
upon the Ordnance Map, and the names by which tliej' are described on that 
map are their legal names. Neither the names nor the boundaries can be 
altered, except under the authority of an Act of Parliament. The average area 
■of the townland being only 330 acres, a registration by townlands would fix the 
localities to which the deeds referred with sufficient precision and minuteness for 
all the practical purposes of registration. It is, therefore, proposed to register by 
townlands, and under the names by which those townlands are described on the 
Ordnance Map, using the map for general reference to fix the localities, and to 
define the boundaries, ofi the lands to which those names apply. 

34. If all deeds relating to the whole or any portion of the same townland were 
registered under the legal name of that townland, the difficulty and uncertainty 
at present attaching to the Lands Index would disappear, and the arrangements 
of the Lands Index, in dictionary order, would necessarily follow ; and as pre- 
cisely Similar information respecting each deed would be given in the Lands 

Index 
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Index as in the Names Index, searches against Lands” "would be made with 
the same facility and rapidity as searches against “Names.” 

All that would be necessary previous to making searches would be to ascertain 
the names by which the townlands under search were described on the Ordnance 
Map. A searcher, knowing those names, would be enabled to go at once to the 
volumes and pages of the Index Books containing all the registries relating to 
those townlands ; and the absence of any entries would be conclusive proof that 
no deeds respecting them had been registered. 

Copies of the Ordnance Map should be kept in the Registry ^®^e 
various other places) for the use of the public ; and the aid of an officer ot the 
department might be afforded, when requisite, to assist searcliers m identitying 
particular lands. But the Ordnance Map is now in such general use, and is so 
well known, that it is conceived no difficulty could occur in this respect. 

35. A very able report, showing the facility with which the Ordnance Map 
miffht be made available for the improvement of the registry, w-as made the 
Treasury by Colonel (now Major-General Sir Thomas) Larcom, in the year ISM. 
The following paragraph (quoted by his permission) expresses his opinion 
regarding the desirability of making the “ townland” the unit of the land regis- 
tration in rural districts : — 

» It is first necessary to consider, in regard to lands, wbat space or denomination shall 
be used in the index of names; clearly it ought to be the sinallest space which peivad^ 
the wiiole counlrv, and has a fixed recognised name and boundary. It farms, or even fields 
Slfil ed these conditions, they would be thebast ; but there can be no fixity m the boundary 
or name either of a farm or field ; both are liable to change, and are changing lapid y. The 
townlands however, possess all these requisites. Their boundanes can only be alteied by 
Act of Pa’riiiiment. Thev are recoenised and used in all public trims^tions and assess- 
ment foi 'rnlv purposes, and various other public objects, and the Ordnance survey is 
the authority on which their boundaries end designations rest. 1 hey are oi unequal extent, 
but avei-a-e^ only about 330 acres; the larger are most commonly situated m waste and 
niountain°distric^s, the smaller in the neighbourhood of towns, i hey are also veiy com- 
monly coterminous with the boundaries of property, and are veiy frequently sold entire. 

36. Properties in towns would be registered by the names of the streets in 
which they were situated. 

37 Properties whicli have been sold under the Landed Estates Court, and 
survevS brihe Ordnance Survey Department, have already been accurately 
defined and marked out on the Ordnance Map. An impression ot a map pre- 
pared for the Landed Estates Court is appended, to exhibit the facility w th 
which the position of any property may be tixed and defined by the use of the 
Ordnance Map. 

38. The process of registiation. under the proposed improved system, would 
be as follows : — 

39 A'ter the receipt, verification, numbering, and comparison of the memo- 
riak with the deeds all the information now contained in the day and abstract 
hoiks, liuch of whiih is at present needlessly repeated, would he abstracted into 
primed forms for the coinposiLors. 

Li; tTC; Ax bools, m a very small space, by 

printing. 

41 At oresent onlv one person can be employed abstracting from the memo- 

llrbe employed abstracting “Lai ‘lieThrLlIl 

<0. the use of the 

public on the following day. 
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42. As the public are entitled to information respecting deeds registered up to 
the latest moment, the power of giving each day, in the public searching room, 
the particulars of all deeds received up to the previous evening, bat not fully 
indexed, would be a material convenience to searchers, who are now obliged to 
search the deeds or memorials, to the great inconvenience both of themselves and 
the office. 

43. The particulars of a deed having been set up in type, proved, and com- 
pared with the memorial, all that would be necessary to complete the registry 
would be to print the particulars in those volumes and pages of the Index Books 
relating to the naiqes of the “grantors,’’ and of the “lands” affected by the 
deed, which could readily be done without removing the pages from the books, 
and could be completed with facility in a few days from the date of the receipt 
of the deed in the Registry Office. 

44. As soon as the information relating to each deed was printed in the Index 
Books, the type would be removed to another “ form” of convenient size, and 
arranged in the order in which the deeds were received for registration. From 
these “forms,” when full, the sheets required for preservation and security 
would be printed, after which the type would be broken up. 

45. The books containing the Parties’ Names Index would be lettered and 
arranged aljffiabetically. Those books lettered A would contain all the registries 
relating to surnames comujencing with A ; B, names commencing with B, and 
.so on throughout. Each leaf or folio would be appropriated to one particular 
name, which would be printed at the head of the leaf, and would exhibit the 
particulars of every deed in which that name occurred. The leaves would be bo 
arranged that the surnames should follow each other in perfect alphabetical or 
dictionary arrangement. For the more common surnames, such as Smith, 
Brown, Kelly, &c., two or more leaves w'ould be required, each leaf being 
appropriated to the acts of those parties whose first Christian names commenced 
with specified letters. As deeds would be continually registered containing 
names of persons not previously in the registry, it would be necessary, in order 
that such new names might be placed in their proper dictionary order, that the 
Index Books should be so made as to admit of the insertion of new leaves at 
pleasure in any part of a volume, and yet be perfectly secure. This object could 
be accomplished by a very simple mechanical contrivance. 

4b. The Lauds Index would also be arranged in dictionary order, by, townlands 
and counties, which, as all deeds relating to the same townland would be regis- 
tered under its legal name given upon the Ordnance Map, could be done without 
the smallest difficuhy. 

47. The number of surnames now on the registry is understood to be consi- 
derably less than 10,000. That number may therefore be safely assumed as the 
maximum under which registries would be made ; 10,000 leaves or folios would 
consequently be sufficient for the “ Names Index,” which might be conveniently 
bound in 33 volumes, comprising 300 folios each. Each folio would afford space 
for the registry of about 100 deeds. The average number of deeds brought for 
regis ration daily, as before stated, is 40, each containing an average number of 
three names of grantors under which it must be indexed, which gives 120 as the 
average number of entries to be printed in one copy of the Names Index Books, 
to complete each day's registry. 

48. Comparing these numbers, and considering the facilities which won d 
exist of adding leaves to the volumes wherever required, it will be apparent 
that the 33 volumes might be made to contain the whole of the registries in the 
*• Names Index ” for a period of 20 years. 

49. Ireland, as already mentioned, is divided into 63,000 townlands ; and as 
the number of deeds registered against any particular townland in a period of 20 
years would generally be small, the deeds relating to four separate townlands 
miglit be printed upon the same leaf or folio, making the number of folios 
necessary for the “ Lands Index,” for that period, 15,750, which would form 50 
volumes. 

50. Thus 
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50. Tlias it will be seen, that althoiigh the information respectia;T each deed 
given in the printed Index Books would be much more fall than in the present 
manuscript indexes, less than 200 volumes would contain the whole of the re- 
•gistry, in duplicate, for 20 years. Under the existing arrangements, upwards of 
2,600 volumes would be required for the same period. 

51. With regard to the comparative cost of the proposed system, it has 
already been shown that, under the present arrangement, an average number of 
29 entries and 29 comparisons are necessary to complete the registry of each 
deed. To complete the printed indexes, producing the same number of copies^ 
the average number of distinct operations necessary would be as follows: — 

1. The preparation of the abstract from the memorial, for the compositors. 

2. Setting up the abstract in typei 

3. The comparison of a proof impression from the type wiih the memorial. 

4. Six printings, in original and duplicate, Parties’ Names Inde.'c Books. 

5. Ten printings, in the original and duplicate, bands Index. 



Altogether, 1 9 operations, which, there can be no doubt whatever, would b& 
performed at much less cost than the 59 operations necessary to perfect the 
manuscript index. There would also be considerable saving in the cost of mate- 
rial — parchment, paper, and binding — which now amounts to a- large sum 
annually ; and as the number and bulk of the books used would be comparatively 
small, and would not increase at the rapid rate they are now doing, the saving in 
office and store space would form an important item. 

52. In comparing the relative cost of the improved process with that now in 
operation, it has been assumed that only two copies of the Index Books the 
same number as are now made — would be printed ; but it is obvious that any 
additional number of copies which might be found desirable for the use of the 
public and the office, as well as for preservation, could be produced without 
risk of error at the cost of printing and material, which would be comparatively 
trifling. 

53 With ren-ard to the interests of those whose avocations and requirements 
obiige them to use the Registry Office, the time saved in making searches, both 
common and negative, would be a very large gain, and ttie costot searches made 
by the office would, when the system came fairly into operation, be very niatenally 
reduced. 

54 The propriety and feasibility of printing the memorials, or of copying 
them by the aid of photography, with the view of producing at a small cost an 
increased number of copies for the use of the public, in the Registry Ornce , ot 
depositing copies of them in other places of security ; and of decreasing the cost 
of supplying copies to the public, is a matter worthy of careful consideration and 
experiment. 

55. A specimen of fac-simile copying, by the aid of photography, from a manu- 
script on parchment, is appended.* Fao-similes of the memorials could be 
produced without difficulty, and at small cost, in the same manner ; and the 
“negatives,” as they are technically termed, could be prepared in a form to admit 
of their preservation without occupying too much space, so that copies could he 
printed trom them whenever required at a very small charge. A large number 
of copies of the specimen have been printed from the same “negative” for this 



56 As the type or printed registry would not occupy the whole of the assist- 
ants now employed in the office, the opportunity would he aflorded of re- 
arranging and improving the most imperfect and dilapidated portions ot the 
existing registry, without additional expense to the public ; and the privilege of 
regular periodical leave, the deprivation of which has produced the ill effects 
upon the health of the gentlemen employed in the office, referred to m Mr. 
Scion's report to the Treasury, might be restored without detnment to the 
public interests. 

* Alithoerapli of the above will be found at the end. 

.fin B 57. in 
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57. In conclusion, th.e advantages which would be gained by the improved 
system of registration herein proposed may be briefly recapitulated as follows : — 

1. Greater rapidity in giving to searchers the particulars of the deeds 
registered, 

2. The construction of the Index Books so as to afford full information 

respecting the “parties to,” and “lands affected by” each deed, without 
reference to any other document. , 

3. The arrangement and completion of the Index Books in dictionary 
order at once, instead of at the expiration of 10 years. 

4. The simplification of the “Lands Index,” and the arrangement of it in 
dictionary order. 

5. The removal of all difficulties and delays in making searches. 

6. Increased security of the registry from accidental destruction by fire 
or other casualty. 

7. Increased accuracy and freedom from the errors incidental to manu- 
script entries. 

8. The power of increasing the number of copies of the Index Books at 
small cost, and without risk of error- 

9. The facility of replacing injured or worn out books. 

10. The diminished office accommodation necessary, owing to the much 
smaller number of books which would be used. 

11. And eventually considerable saving both in the cost of the registry, 
and in the expense of making searches- 



Foem 
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Foem of " DAY BOOK,” now in use, referred to in paragraph. 12. 



1 

Day 1 
of the 1 
Week. 1 




Day 1 
of the 1 
1 Month. 1 


All the Grantors. [ 

] 


All the Grantees. | 


County, City, \ 

„ ™ General 

Corporate Town 

inwhich _ Charge, 
any of the Biesaises ° 

ain situated. j 


Ko. of 
File and 1 
Voluine 1 
of Trans- 1 

dipt 1 
1 Book. 1 


No. of 

Memorial 
and page 1 
of Trans- 1 

dipt 1 

Book. 1 


Party 1 

Solicitor. 


Receipt. 


Friday - 


j 8 inlnut Eto 

i 


25 June 


■Williams, Darid; 
JaoksoD, John; 
Jones, Henry; 
Anderson, James. 


1 Avmstrong, John 

I 

1 


King’s County - | - 


27 


103 


1 Arthur & Co. 





JVote.— The aetua! aize of Ae Day Baotg is 16 by 13 mches. 



Eokm of “ ABSTRACT BOOK,” now in use, referred to in paragrajh 14. 



Year and Day 
of 

Registeting 
Volume of the 
Year.andNumbcr 
of the 
Memorial. 


Name 
of tliu 

Instrument. 


Date 
of the 
Instru- 


Names of the Grantors, and one or 
more Oraatccs. 


Conuderation 1 
Bent, ' 

Renewal Fines ' 
1 and Term. ' 


Name, Description, 1 

and Situation of the 1 

Premises. 1 

1 1 


Gencrel Nature 
of the 
Instrument, 

whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
j Conveyance. 


Grantor. 


Grantee, ^ 


1860-24-^, July 
25. 


Conveyance - 


1860, 


Jones, John - 


1 Thompson 


1' CuusideratioD, 
iE.5,000. 


1 Ballybrack, "1 Barony Duoluee, 
, Tervoe, f County Antrim- 

J JonesboroughjJ 


j|Conveyan«. 



iVofe.— Tbe actual size of the Abstract Books is 15 by 12 inches. 



Fokm of ■■ SECTIONAL” and CONSOLIDATED” PITIES’ NAMES INDEX, now in use. 



GRANTOR. 


GRANTEE. 


County, City, or Corporate 
Town 

in which any of the Premises 
granted are situated. 


General 

Chsige. 


Yeer 

of 

Registry. 


No. of File 

Volume 

of 

Transcript 
and Abstract 


No. of 
Memorial 
on File, nod 

Transcript 
and Abstract 


Acres, John • - “ * 

Action, William, and others 
A.ohmuty, Andrew, and oth era • 
Ackerman, Janies - 


Thomas, William, and another 
Anderson, Thomas - “ 

Buckley, James, and another - 
Davis, Sarah - - - 


City Dublin . - - 

Queen’s County • 

County Carlow . - - 

Belfast . - - - 


G. 

■ ■ 


1836 ■ 

1837 - 

1837 - 

1837 - 

in the “ 


20 

6 

18 

37 

Sectional Inc 


1 104 

1 159 

1 1'* 

40 

lex.” In the 






FOEM of toe “ LANDS INDEX” now in nee. referred to in paragraplr IT. 
Barony of Barrymore, County of TLpperaary. 



LANDS. 


1 

PARISH. 1 


GRANTOR& 


GRANTEES. 1 


Year I 
of 1 

Registry. 


No. of File 
and 

Volume 

of 

Transcript 
and Abstract 


No. of 
Memorial 
and 

Page of 
Transcript 
Book. 


Page 

of 

Day Book. 


Ardtown - 

Ashtown - “ 

Achill - 


Myroe - 
Crev^h 

Doan. - 

* 


Jackson, James - * ■ 

.Williams, Thomas, and. others 
Montgomery, Robert, and othere 
Bayley, George - 

Roberts, Henry, and others - 


Jones. Henry - • * 

Smith, Thomas 
O’Brien, Michael 
Fisher, James - 
Davis, Heary - 


1843 - 

1843 - 

1848 - 

1843 * 

1843 - 


7 

9 

9 

17 

23 


ISO- 

10’ 

54. 

36 

217 


54 

73 

86 

190 

171 


— 


i., o< »>• !•“>* W'« “.-i. »i>r 



466. 
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ATKINSON. 



I860 - - B. 4. P. 180. 

R^. 2.20 p.M. March 21. 

AiJtiKsON, John A.; Mackkt. Wil- 
liamj M'Cbba, Ju. ; Hav, 'Rev. 
George. 

Convnce, 1834j Aug. 30. 
t3“ To MCandlsss, Jainea. 



(Cons. 600/.) 

Diainosd, No. 7. 

Ph. Templemore, 

CITY LONDONDERRY. 



1860. • - B, 5, P, 28J. 

Reg, 11.20 A.M. June 7. 



Morgan, John— Thos. Bernard 

JnoB — John— and John; lIxtrN, 
William (as Master) ; Atkiksoit, 
Charles— anil Catherine; Shaw, 

William; AtEXANDCn, Robert 

•and William J. ; Dancbr, Fitz. 
gerald ; Chambers, John ; 
Barnes, Thos., and Wife— John 

— Anna — Samuel — Jos Jemina 

— Anne — andMary; Abbott (orse. 

•Smith), .Anne — Anne — Mary 

William — Anne — [Jolit; — Jemima 
— Susan — Jane— StAnne; WEtscf, 
John W., and Wife— John — Susan 
—William— Jemima — and Joseph ; 
Motfett, Susanna — Jane— Alary 
— Robert — Susan — and John ; 
Bebnaud, Thomas. 



Convnee. 1829, April 11. 
To Hackett, Simpson. 
(Cons. 3,230 1.) 

LU^crory. Ormond. 

CO. TIPPERARY. 



I860 - - B. 7. P. 34. 

Reg. 3.5 r.si. August 3, 

ArKissojf, John- -James. 

Assgnt., 1635, June 24. 

S3" To Smttm, Alary, and another. 

(Cons. 1,000/.) 

Auchiiaoloy. 

Bogin. 

Kincorrow, with Mill, &c. 

Ph. Duliallow. 

CO. WEXFORD. 

1860 - - B. 7. P. 261. 

Reg. 10.26 A.»t. Aug. 20. 

j Smith, John; AI'CoKNEtr., David; 
Cliwsok, Samuel : Atkinson, 
Robert; Jacesok, William; 
Stewaai, Robert. 

Convnee. 1635, Nov. 5. 

VS' To AI'Cahce, David. 

(Cons. 590 1. and lOO /.) 

Knocknogoney. 

Ph. Holywood. By. Custlereagh. 

CO. DOWN. 



1860 - - B. 9. P. 23, 

Reg. 11.6a.m. Septembers. 

Atkinson, Riehanl — John; Jamie- 
son, William. 

Mortge. 1835, May 23. 

fc3* To Paiti.ips, George. 

(Cons. 250/.) 

Ballynahinch. 

Ph. Mageradtoll. By. Kinalarty. 

CO. DOWN, 



I860 . - B. n. P.248. 

Reg.2.16 p.M. September 30. 

AIat, John — ■ William ; Bajliiy, 
Jas. — Henry — Thomas ; Atkin- 
son, Henry. 

Assgnt. (in Trust), 1 835, March 13. 

To Hope, Ralph J., and others. 

(Cons, in Deed.) 

Rilloisory. ') 

Kilshune. 

Alooretown. /■ Ph. Ballybmck. 
Rallestown. 

Raheen. J 

CO. MONAGHAN. 



1861 - B. 14. P. 94. 

Reg. 2.50 P.K.. October 14. 

Johnson, Henry Robert ; Ray. 
James; Atkinson, William— 
Jane and Alary. 

Mortge. 1836, Feb. 26. 

fe3“ To SsiiTH, Archibald. 

(Cons. 10,0001.) 

Bcrenedreen. -i 
Boroadrenagh. [ Ph. Down. 
Gargnrt. ^ By. Forth. 

Garryart. J 

CO. CARLOW. 



Example.— Showing the manner in whioh it is proposed the “Parties’ Names Index Books” 
araid* "'“2“'“ ptinted the entries following each other in the columns, in the order in which 
tJie deeds were received for registration. *v**u.u 

The folio beaded “ATKINSON,” would contain an entry respecting eTery registered deed in 
Tame T® ^^ppeared as o/- the grantors. The average nLber of entries Lder each Sur- ’ 
Bame m twenty years would be about seventy. 

coa?p!c™7;.''‘ P'i-M 
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Townland of BALLYNAGALL. Parisli of Kilbride, Sheet 9, Ordnance 
Area, 217a. 3e. 7p. Survey, Co. "Waterpord. 



I 860. 


1 86 0. 


1861. 


I860 - • B. 7. P. 39. 


1860 ■ - B.27. P.19. 


1861 - •• B..7. P.75. 


Rej. 2.27. P.M. January 15. 


Beg. 1.20 p.M. July 8. 


Reg. 3.10 P.M. April 17. 


— 


— 


— 


SWTH, Joliu F. 

LeaW| 1834, December 12. 


3bamc, William; Jot, James; 
SxiTH, Rev. John, and Wits; 
WAitarK, Thomaa S., and Wife; 
Born, Hugh. 


iBAHE, William John. 

Blort., 1861, April 11. 


To MoLOKif, John. 


— 


To JoHKSOK, James. 


(Rent. 210 1. ; Term, Uvea renewable, 

Renewal fine, 2(. 6d.) j 


Mort., 1860, June 25. 


(Consld., 1,000 Z.) 


Ardneen. 

’Ballynagall. 

Pb. Kilbride. 


To CABROTWEns, Cbsrles B. 
(Cone. 15,000 1.) 


Ballynagal), '| 

Callan, V Kilbride. 

Camaa, 

Clogrigb, J 


CO. 'WATERFORD. 


Cloughroy, | 

} Ph. Cionturk. 


CO. WATERFORD. 




Corgallan, J 

CO. DUBLIN. 




1860 - - B. 9. P. 40. 

Re>'. 1.6. P.M. January 27. 


1861 - - B. 47. P.80. 

Reg. 2.17 P.K. December 10. 


Jioicsosr, John; Cdasse, George; 
Tillt, Benjamin, 

Convnee. and Asagnt., 1 S34, 
November 12. 


Agaesbill, 1 
Ballibofea, 1 

Ballinefea, 1 Kilbride. 

Ballynagall, j 

Brolee, 

Bromboe, J 


JoxxsOK, James. 

Assignt., 1 861, November 17. 


— 


— 


To Williams, Henry. 


To Deahs, TVm., anti othera. 


CO. WATERFORD. 


— 


(Cone, in Deed.) 




(Consld., 600 ;.) 


Merrion Buildings. 

Up. Merrion-et. Pb. SC. Peter. 


1860 - - B. 36. P. 9. 

Reg. 11.0 A.ec. September 27. 


BaJlynagsU, | 

Ph. Kilbride. 

ar^righ, J 


CITY DUBLIN. 

• Castle-etreet, No. 7, 8, 9. 


Dsaxb, William. 

Lease, I860, February 19. 


CO. WATERFORD. 


Pb. St. Jolin’e. 


— 




— 


To Matthews, Tbos. 




TN. SLIGO. 


(Cons, yearly rent, 40 L) 




Rasbegg. 

Balliopull. 

'’Ballynagall. 


Ballynagall. 




Pb. Kilbride. 


Pb. Kilbride. 




CO. 'WATERFORD. 


CO. WATERFORD. 





ExiMPi.E Showing- the manner in which it is proposed the “ Lands Index” should be arranged 

and printed. The entries being precisely the same as those printed in the Parties’ Names Index, 
under the names of the “ Gi-antors.” 

The actual size of the books would be the same as those of the existing “ Lands Index,” that is, 
19 X Id inches, 

4.6G. B 3 
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REGISTRY OFEICE. 



NEGATIVE SEARCH. 

After diligent search made in the Office for Registering- Deeds, CoaTeyunoJss, anil Wills, in Ireland, upon a requisition 
of •which the following is a copy : — I desire to have a Negative Search for every Memorial registered in the Office tor 
Registering Deeds; Conveyances, and Wills, in -Ireland, of the acts of Robert Johnson, John Johnson, and Sir James 
Johnson, from the 21st December 1810, against Charles B^ot, from the' 1st of October 1831, and against Robert 
Jackson, from the 1st Jannary 1886, up to the time of making Certificate, affecting the lands of Crobaliy, otherwise 
Crawbolly, otherwise Croagbbally, and of Knockdhu, otherwise Crockdue, otherwise Black Mountain, in the Baronj 
of Knooktopher, in the County of Kilkenny, ezoept Memorials relating to Tenants’ leases. 

Dated this 10th day of August 1854, 

William Senry, 21, Saville-atreet, Dublin. 



Tear and Day 
of 

Registering, 
■Volume of tbe "V'esr, 
and Number 
of the 
Memorial. 


Name of the 
Instrument. 


Date of the 
iDstTument. 


Names of tlie Grantors, and 
one or more Grantees. 

Grantor. Grantee. 


) 

1 Consideration, 
' Beijt, 

Reoemil Fines, 
Term. 


Name, Description, 

Situation of the 
Premises. 


General Nature 
of the 
Instrument, 
whether Trust, 

' Marriage Settlement, 
Mortgage, or 
Absolute Conveyance. 


1843, 

July 20th : 1 

7. 181. 


Declaration 
of Trust. 


1843, 

January 2d. 


Jaclcson, Robert. Pcilow, James. 


Conaderation 
in Deed. 


Lands of Crawbally, 
Barooy of Knoclctoplier, 
County Kilkenny, 


Declaration of Trust. 



I certify that there is not any Memorial registered in the said Office which comes within the terms of the said requisi- 
tioDj whereof an abstract is not in this Certificate truly sot fortlr, that is to say, one Abstract. 



Dated the 27th day of August 1854. 



A. B., Assistant Registrar, 
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]^4£0 Ordered, “by The Ilouse of Coinmoiis,to'bePrintcd,21fJ»lj,'166i. 

J{eT!jy Scauard. ^v^isr. 
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COPY of LetteHj dated 23 November 1860 
from Colonel Leaclij Royal Engineers, to the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, and the acoom- 
panying Suggestions for the Improvement of 
the System of Registering Deeds in Irehnl 



{Mr. Cardwell.') 



Orderedt by The House of Coiomons, io be Printed, 

24 July 1861. 



[Price lOrf.] 



466. 



Under 3 oz. 
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